
Template programme specification and curriculum map Page 1 of 42 

Programme specification  
(Notes on how to complete this template are provide in Annexe 2) 
1. Overview/ factual information

Programme/award title(s) 
BA Hons Political Science and International 

Relations 

Teaching Institution American College of Thessaloniki 

Awarding Institution The Open University 
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Duration of the 
programme for each mode 

of study 
FT 4 years, PT 4.5 + years 

Dual accreditation (if 
applicable) NECHE (USA) 

Date of 
production/revision of this 

specification 
Spring 2023 

 
 

Please note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main 
features of the programme and the learning outcomes that a typical student 
might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if s/he takes full 
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• provide students with vital knowledge in the subject areas of politics, 
international relations, history, cultural studies with particular emphasis on 
interdisciplinary connections and perspectives 

 
• develop students’ conceptual, cognitive and analytical skills for academic  

and professional purposes 
 

• assist students in their efforts to become critical thinkers and commit in 
continuous growth 
 

• prepare students for postgraduate studies and professional settings 
 

• effectively introduce students to efficient ways of operation in multicultural 
learning, s
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Intended learning outcomes at Level 4 are listed below: 
 

Learning Outcomes – LEVEL 4 

3A. Knowledge and understanding 

Learning outcomes: Learning and teaching strategy/ assessment methods 

Upon completion of the level, students will demonstrate: 

A1 awareness of the main concepts, theories and methodology 
in the basic disciplines of politics, IR and the Social Sciences  

A2 understanding of the intellectual and historical foundations 
of politics and International Relations as fields of academic 
inquiry 
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3B. Cognitive skills 
B5 skills for interpretation of key issues in contemporary 
politics and international affairs (e.g., environment, 
democratization, gender relations, human rights) 

 

3C. Practical and professional skills 

Learning outcomes: Learning and teaching strategy/ assessment methods 
Upon completion of the level, students will demonstrate: 
C1 understanding of tasks relating to public entities, 
intergovernmental organizations, NGOs and civil society 
C2 systematic awareness of ethical issues 
C3 an ability to identify their own practical aptitudes and 
demonstrate self management skills  
C4 an ability to identify personal and professional goals and 
reflect on skills and experience in politics and IR – related 
fields  

        Learning and teaching strategy 
Individual and group projects, class discussions, class presentations, 

participation in events organised by the College. 
 
        Assessment methods Multimedia presentations, web based 

research and projects, case studies, lab exercises, questionnaire, 
report writing, ethics scenarios. 

 

3D. Key/transferable skills 

Learning outcomes: Learning and teaching strategy/ assessment methods 
Upon completion of the level, students will demonstrate: 
D1 a mastery of practical tasks involving IT skills, time 
management, prioritization, and decision-making 

Learning and teaching strategy 
Systematic use of information literacy, group discussions, research 
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3D. Key/transferable skills 
D2 an ability to communicate effectively information, ideas and 

concepts relevant to 
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Exit Award: If the learning outcomes have been met, then the student is entitled to receive a Certificate of Higher Education in 
International Studies 120 credits at Level 4  
 
Or transfer to BA (Hons) Political Science and International Relations (subject to validation) 
 
 

Programme Structure 
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Programme Structure - LEVEL 5 

Compulsory modules Credit 
points 

Optional modules Credit 
points 

Is module 
compensatable
? 

Semester 
runs in 

 
 

Electives 
both in 
the fall 
and 
spring) 

 
Intended learning outcomes at Level 5 are listed below: 
 

Learning Outcomes – LEVEL 5 

3A. Knowledge and understanding 

Learning outcomes: Learning and teaching strategy/ assessment methods 

Upon completion of the level, students will demonstrate: 

A1 Broad knowledge and understanding of the scope and 
features of politics and international relations (e.g. International 
law, international organizations, global political economy) 

A2 Extensive knowledge of current affairs in focused world 
areas and a special interest for Greece politics in the broader 
context of SE Europe (where most students come from)  

Learning and teaching strategy  
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Learning Outcomes – LEVEL 5 

3A. Knowledge and understanding 

A3 familiarity with and understanding of political theories, of 
the contemporary world system including the Global South as 
well as political structures  

 

The junior seminars and lectures are meant to engage students in the 
knowledge process; class discussions and group work; use of 
audiovisual aid; promotion of individual research in library and web-
based databases. At this level, familiarity of the students with the 
appropriate research methods and analytical tools is embedded in 
the core requirements for all modules with an emphasis on those of 
Pol 233 International Law and Organisations and Politics 202 
Political Theory
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3C. Practical and professional skills 
C2 ability to identify appropriate criteria for evaluation and 

synthesize information 
C3 skills to undertake complex tasks and personal plans, reflect 

on the relevant experience in the area of politics and IR and 
learn from feedback 

C4 awareness of professional ethics and codes of conduct (e.g. 
through modules such as the one on International Law and 
International Organizations) 

        Assessment methods Multimedia presentations, web based 
research and projects, case studies, lab exercises, research and 
report writing. P
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Or transfer to BA (Hons) Political Science and International Relations (subject to validation) 
 
 
 

Programme Structure - LEVEL 6 

Compulsory modules Credit 
points 

Optional modules Credit 
points 

Is module 
compensatable
? 

Semester 
runs in 

Politics 301 War and Human Security in 
the Modern World  
 
Politics 350 Thesis I 
 
Politics 351 Thesis II 
 
Social Science 349 Contemporary 
Globalization 
 
History 331 Modern Greek History 

15 
 
 
15 
 
15 
 
15 
 
 
15 
 
 
 

5 pre-
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Learning Outcomes – LEVEL 6 

3A. Knowledge and understanding 

Learning outcomes: Learning and teaching strategy/ assessment methods 
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3B. Cognitive skills 

Learning outcomes: Learning and teaching strategy/ assessment methods 

Upon completion of the level, students will demonstrate: 
B1 skills in the systematic gathering, evaluation, critical analysis 

and interpretation of concepts and data from a wide range of 
sources (academic, policy etc) 

B2 competance in the choice and use of complex and specialized 
material for advanced writing culminating in the writing of a 
major project such as the senior thesis  

B3 ability to apply underlying concepts in different world 
contexts 

 

Learning and teaching strategy 
Lectures, group work, workshops, invited guest lectures, 
discussion groups, individual research 

       
 Assessment methods 

Examinations, research projects, senior thesis, long essays. 
     Assessment exercises in level 6 frequently focus on policy analysis 

and practical answers to political concerns in addition to the 
theoretical and empirical dimensions of social science research. 

 
 

3C. Practical and professional skills 

Learning outcomes: Learning and teaching strategy/ assessment methods 

Upon completion of the level, students will demonstrate: 
C1 an ability to develop strategies for current development and 

future prospects 
C2 an ability to set up a major project (e.g. long essays, senior 

thesis) 
C3 ability to negotiate in a professional context and seek ways to 

improve performance and resolve conflict 

        Learning and teaching strategy 
    Extensive engagement with individual and group projects, 

continuous engagement in events organised by the College 
(development of career plan, career week, workshops on problem 
solving in real-life situations, meetings with NGO representatives 
etc). Instrumental in this direction is the introduction of the 
Practicum placement module that allows the students to do an 
internship and gain academic credit along with professional 
experience. 
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as in diplomacy, in what is intended to be a positive contribution towards a better 
understanding of new, flexible, and emerging forms of citizenship.  
The Dukakis Center also participates actively in the wide variety of experiential 
learning opportunities offered to our students. The American College of Thessaloniki 
fully subscribes to a pedagogy of active or experiential learning -- of learning by 
doing. Other opportunities include design and maintenance of web-based portals, 
research and outreach assistantships directed by individual faculty. 
Eligible students may interact directly with senior practitioners in public affairs in 
the context of Dukakis Centre Master Classes featuring senior experts and 
practitioners. The Centre also organizes study trips and simulated diplomatic tours, 
and a variety of civil society projects. Finally, qualified students participate 
occasionally in local and regional MUN simulations supported also by the MUN club 
at ACT. Dukakis guest lecturers have included Alvaro de Soto, Nicholas Burns, 
Nikiforos Diamandouros, Theodore Couloumbis, Kevin Featherstone, and Michael 
Dukakis himself, among scores of others.) 
Among the Dukakis Center’s principal citizenship initiatives are the Politis, a blog on 
citizenship in Greece and the wider world, civil society projects designed and 
undertaken by seniors majoring in Political Science and International Relations, and 
research on different dimensions of contemporary citizenship. It is a full 
complement of extracurricular activities and Pol sc and IR students may take 
informal internships in the Center. 

 
Qualified Political Science and IR students (usually in their last two years of study) 
can also opt to undertake formal internships off campus with a variety of local and 
international public agencies, international organizations, and NGOs.  

 
They may also register for an ACT free elective module which is titled Soc Sc 399 
(Service Learning Practicum) and lead to educational internships in the area of 
Social Sciences. Such type of activities and internships are part of our efforts to 
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increase students’ employability. Some other actions in that respect are mentioned 
a thorough report by the College Careers Office included in the background 
document (section 18). 

 
Finally, it should be also mentioned that all ACT students are required to take a 
common general education curriculum consisting of 14 non-OU validated modules; 
the General Education Requirements, or GERs, are coordinated across the divisions 
and disciplines by the Academic Council with key input from faculty at the Division 
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5. Support for students and their learning  
 
Academic Support Services include:  
        

• Financial Aid  
• An academic advising programme through which each student is assigned an 

advisor upon entering his/her freshman year who will offer advice on the 
students’ academic and career plans. Students are expected to meet with 



  

Template programme specification and curriculum map  Page 19 of 42  

  

• In the Niarchos Technology center, students have access to 4 computer labs 
and printing services, while in the New Building they have full access to 1 
computer lab and printing services. 

•  Extensive Library facilities and assistance. Remote access to all e-resources 
is available to students. 

• A concise, student-friendly guide to the Harvard citation style (to be used 
across the institution) is available on Bissell Library’s website. 

• ACT students have the opportunity to study abroad for one summer or term 
during their time as a student through the International Programs Office at 
ACT.  

• Office facilitating and advising on Study Abroad opportunities. 
• ACT has a learning disability policy in practice and provides appropriate 

assistance and compensation to students that have certified needs. 
• ACT maintains a long-established Committee on Academic Standards and 

Performance. 
• ACT provides Internship opportunities (through the Level 6 Placement 300 

module) and Service learning and Community Service programs to all its 
students on a volunteer basis, in order for them to promote the development 
of their social and professional skills. 

•  
Students are informed in detail of all services and facilities during their induction 
(Orientation Session), through meetings with their advisers as well as through 
accessing e-documents (Undergraduate Student Handbook) and the ACT website. 
The Pol Sc and IR Programme Handbook included with the revalidation documents 
directs to all such relevant services and links. 

 
For more details on the support, please see the background document nos. 7, 
18,19. 
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FIRST CERTIFICATE IN ENGLISH 
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Cases 1 & 3 follow the current rules – pass and re-sit respectively. In case 2, if the 
student has an overall module average of 40 or better, they are seen to have meet 
the associated learning outcomes of the module collectively to pass the module and 
do not have to re-sit the assessment.  
The above proposal does not apply to the Thesis modules. In these modules, the 
student has to resit an assessment when the mark is below 40 as per the current 
regulations. 
 
 
In general, marking and assessment procedures are explained in the module 
descriptors, the programme handbook and are also available on the ACT website 
(Student Handbook and Regulations). They are therefore easily understood by 
students. Homework, exams and term papers are marked with constructive and 
positive feedback and returned to students in due time. 
 
All academic programmes offered at ACT have specifically-stated learning 
outcomes at both the degree and the course level.  
 
All majors publicize their degree programme outcomes, while all module 
descriptors include clearly articulated course outcomes, with respect to both 
knowledge and skills.  
 
At the module level student assessment measures include:  
 
ᶇ�����������������������ignments (formative assessment) 
ᶇ�������������ȋ���������������������Ȍ� 
ᶇ��������ȋ���������������������Ȍ 
ᶇ�������������������������ȋ���������������������Ȍ 
ᶇ��������������ȋ���������������������Ȍ 
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ᶇ���ating a management of assessment that is efficient, especially regarding the 
amount and timings of assessment, staff and student workloads, and in the 
provision of time for reflection by students. 

 
 
9. For apprenticeships in England End Point Assessment (EPA).  
(Summary of the approved assessment plan and how the academic award fits within 
this and the EPA) 
 
N/A 
 

 
 
10. Methods for evaluating and improving the quality and standards of teaching 
and learning. 
Standard evaluating methods are into place and overseen by the Curriculum Leader 
(and Division Chair) and the Academic Dean: evaluating through student evaluation 
forms, grade averages, sit-in observation and ad hoc focus groups as well as 
interviews, formal or informal, with both students and faculty. All relevant 
information is passed on to individual instructors and teaching team so it can be 
used to improve teaching and learning strategies. Wherever necessary, the Division 
Chair conducts individual or group faculty mentoring. The recently adopted Module 
Reports provide opportunities for self-reflection on teaching strategy and 
assessment methods, thus adding to the methods available for evaluation. The 
departmental meetings, division meetings and the academic council function as 
means to address issues for improving the quality and standards of teaching and 
learning. 
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two is will be Politics 233 (International Law and Organisations) and this will free 
up one more major elective at level 5 (three instead of two that the current 
programme has).  

-We decided to replace the module Politics 249 (Global Political Economy) with the 
module  we Politics 306 Contemporary Development Issues to enhance the 
curriculum when it comes to issues of Global South, diversity and decolonisation. 
Part of content of Politics 249 was actually overlapping with Social Science 349 
(level 6 requirement). 

- We have decided to update the list of offerings of Pol Sc and IR electives in levels 5 
and 6. The rationale is that we would like to cover areas for which we see a 
contemporary interest both in terms of current affairs and in terms of students’ 
informal feedback. Another concern is to avoid overlapping of module content as 
much as possible. Thus, after consulting with the teaching team it was decided that 
we propose the following: three new modules. One is a module on International 
Migration at level 5 (Politics 240). The module reflects contemporary concerns 
about issues of migration around the world and focuses on discourses of diversity 
and inclusion. The second one is a module on 



  

Template programme specification and curriculum map  Page 28 of 42  

  

Politics 321. For some of them the professors who were teaching them are no longer 
available and for others the contents are covered now by required modules.  

One elective level 6 module Anthropology 349 (Intercultural Communication in 
Theory and Practice) will be replaced by the Communication 315 module 
(Intercultural communication and understanding), which is a similar content (cross 
listed course from the English programme) 

Five modules will have slightly revised titles to better reflect their content, namely, 
Politics 207 (now titled: Modern Greek Politics and Issues in Greek foreign policy), 
History 221 (now titled:  Modern World History), History 331 (now titled: Modern 
Greek History), Politics 333 (now titled: Diplomacy), Politics 334 (now titled: Global 
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Level 6 

Politics 304 Women, Power, and Politics  
Politics 332 Human Rights  
Politics 333 Diplomacy (REVISED TITLE) 
Politics 334 Global Security Challenges (REVISED TITLE) 
Social Science 323 Race and racisms  
Practicum 300 (NEW)  
Psychology 330 - Psychology of immigration (cross listed with the Psychology 
programme) 
 
ENG 320- The Other in Literature and Media   (cross listed with the English 
programme) 
                               
Management 308 Leadership Development (cross listed with the Business 
programme) 
 
Management 460 Contemporary Project Management (cross listed with the 
Business programme) 
 

All new and revised module descriptors are included in the relevant folder. 
 
See also Background document #6 
 
 

 

Annex 1: Curriculum map 
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NB All classes are for 15 credits with 150 notational hours 

Level 4 - requirements 

Politics 201 Introduction to International Relations: Theories and Issues  
History 201 Women in Modern Times  
Social Science 210 Introduction to Global Studies and Human Geographies  
Research 210 Research methods and analysis  
European Studies 210 Foundations of European Integration  
English 250 Advanced Writing and Professional Communication  
Economics 101 Introduction to Macroeconomics  
Politics 230 (Comparative politics) (NEW ADDITION TO LEVEL 4)  
 
Level 5- requirements 
 
History 221 Global World History (REVISED TITLE) 
Politics 207 Modern Greek Politics and Issues in Greek foreign policy (REVISED TITLE) 
Politics 306 Contemporary Development Issues (NEW ADDITION AT LEVEL 5)  
Politics 233 International Law and Organizations (NEW) 
Politics 202 Political Theory 
 
3 Pol sc and IR Electives (optional modules; see appended list) 
 
Level 6 - requirements 
 
Politics 301 War and Human Security in the Modern World  
Social Science 349 Contemporary Globalization  
History 331 (Modern Greek History) (REVISED TITLE, NEW AS REQUIREMENT)  
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Annex 1 - Curriculum map 
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Level Study module/unit A1

 
A2

 
A3

 
   B1

 
B2

 
B3

 
  C1

 
C2

 
C3

 
C4

 
  D

1 
D

2 
D

3 
D

4 
   

                          

 Required modules                         
5 Politics 207 x x x     x x    x x    x  x x    

Politics 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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Level Study module/unit A1

 
A2

 
A3

 
   B1

 
B2

 
B3

 
  C1

 
C2

 
C3

 
   D

1 
D

2 
D

3 
D

4 
D

5 
  

 Required modules                         
6 Politcs 301 x x x    x x    x x     x x x     
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Or transfer to BA (Hons) Political Science and International Relations (subject to validation) 
BA (Hons) Politics Science and International Relations 360 Credits 

Annex 2: Notes on completing programme specification templates 
 
 
1 - This programme specification should be mapped against the learning outcomes detailed in 
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